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2 SQONB B &héra theSbsitive work dfibal nations and communitiedNative familiesand

organizationsand the Adninistrationthat empowersour youth to thrive. In partnership witithe My
.NRPGKSNDRDa YSSLISNE DSy &NFirdt Kigsilinitlaywds ApehSeyjo dei Firdt &idsSy L € 0
1% communityand share your storiesndbest practices thaare creating a positive impact for Native

youth.

Tohighlightyour storiesin future newsletters, send your informatido firstkids@ncai.org
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YOUTH HIGHLIGHTS
20152016 Miss Indian Widd Crownedc¢ Cheyenne Brady

The 20152016 Miss Indian WorldZheyenne Bradywas crownedn
April 25 during the 2015 Gathering of Nations Powwow in
Albuquerque, NM.Cheyenne is Sac and Fox/Cheyenne/Tonkawa
from New Town, ND.

Bradyplans to work with children during her yelng term as Miss
Indian World. She will be speaking at the 2015 UNITY National
Conference in July in Washington, D.C., as well as traveling
extensively throughout the U.S., Canada, and internationally. Miss
Indian World is a role model to young and .dkhehelps educate and
demonstrate the beauty and diversity of Native American culiuas

well as represent the Gathering of Nations throughbat travels.

NCAI Youth Commissioner Hg#pache

War Dance Special |
Jared Massey, NCAI Youth CommissioR@sident, hosted 233*— . ‘\ =

(i K $ared Massey Apache War Dance SpecialR dzZNR Y 3 eomceement = - 1o rons mcre even
2015 Fort Apache Heritage Celebration & Festivities on - * -
Saturday,May 9at the Fort Apache Museum in Fort Apache, - E':TT '; OARNTN :;\A'- A

AZ The Apache War Dance was done in times of victory and HERITAGE REUNION
prosperity; through the eventlared hopes Apache youth will
take time to learn this powerful dance and participate. In
addition to the eventparticipants also submitted half-page
Saale 2y a2KFd AG YSILEy & AlGK
awards given to the top three places in two categories. The
SPSy i AGenl VWiuthBhillernge
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http://www.gatheringofnations.com/meet-your-2015-2016-miss-indian-world/

Southern UteYouth Leadership
Conference Honors Late Chanan
Newton

In May,the Sunshine Cloud Smith Youth Advisory Council
hosted the{ 2 dzii K S N@(th Le@id&rsh@Conference
in honor of late Chairmadimmy RNewtonJr.The
conference was designed to help the youth buddm-
building and leadership skills, whag the same time
learning about Ute culire. One of the lead organizers of
the event, Mary Guenther, Blsoa member of the NCAI Youth Commission.

Crow Nation Hosts 2 dz(l K/ dzf 0dzNJ £ 9 [}y 3dzr 3S
aSiKE
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Native youth thraugh the Ger Tribal Leaders Challenge,

the tribe hosted a Language Immersion Camp that included
cultural games such as arrow throwing and hand games,
Crow language teachings, Crow storytelling, Crow songs,
Crow sign languagend various other cultural ents.

During thes camp, the Battle of Grapevine waseeacted

by the youth attending the camp.

The tribe also held the Apsaalooke Language Summit with

0KS GKSYSY 4L dzyRSNREGFYR / NRg odzi L | Yinaddithh A R G 2
teachings orhow to better understandhe Crow Clan systemere provided The summit was held at

the Little Big Horn College Health and Wellness Center in Crow Agency, MT.

¢CKS GNROS | faz2 K2aike®Rthat a2 f
involved all local schads in the communityincluding
Lodge Grass Schools, Wyola Public School, Plenty Coups
High Schoglnd Crow Agency Public School. The event
took place over thregays and many tribal programs
were involved by hosting speakers, providiaghirts and
water. Meth use has become a serious issue on the Crow
Reservation and the main focus of the walk was to teach
Crow youth the harmful effects of meth use.

These are just a few of the many events the Crow Nation
hosts throughout the year focused on culturahtdings
and healthy livindor Crow youth Several more events ankgarningopportunitiesare planned.


http://www.sudrum.com/news/2015/05/01/your-sunshine-cloud-smith-youth-advisory-council/
http://www.sudrum.com/news/2015/04/17/youth-leadership-conference-quickly-approaching/

Aroostook Band of Micmacs Youth Departmegt.ocal Law
Enforcement Visit Youth to Discuss Drug Abuse, Crime Prevention

Earlier this yearthe Arastook Band
of Micmacs hosted local law
enforcement to talk with yoth about
drug abuse and how it relates to
crime happening in the county. The
Youth Department is planning its first
annual Substance Abuse Prevention
Science Fair. The fair will have
presentations from tribal youthBoys
& Girls Clubmembers,and other
tribes in the areaThe Aroostook
.FYR 2F aArlOYl 0aqQ
drum group will be doing a prayer
song for the opening.

Central Council Tlingit &aida Indian Tribes of Alaska Launches
GCFUOKSNK22R A& {IONBR¢ tNRINIY

! ) Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska’s ) The Central Council recently announdad
= % launchofitsd CF G KSNK2 2R A a I ONB
" FFATHERHOOD 1S SACRED PROGRAM L a
which will focus on the sacredness of being a
Fatherhood is Sacred is a 12-week program that focuses on the . .
sacredness of being a father, principles all fathers must live by, and fa-ther1 prlnClF)'e‘fa” fathers must live by, and
the importance of Alaska Native/Native American heritage and how the importance Of Alaska Native/N ative
it applies to each father in the past, present and future. . ] . i
Who: All Fathers (married, widowed, single, divorced) Amerlgan herltage and hOW it applles to e_aCh
When: Every Thursday from 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM father in the past, present and future. During
May 14, 2015 - August 6, 2015 th 12 K f th ll | th
Where: 320 W. Willoughby Avenue (2nd Floor) %QQ‘ € ; -Wee program atners Wl eX_p ore S
@% Why: Positive Aspects on Being a Father Q‘»,v importance of character, integrity, order
4# Some activities are planned for the weekend. hd versuschaos,the pOWGr Of ch0|cethe ImpaCt

*%* Child Care is not provided *** of vision in our relationshipshe importance
L

- If you would like more information, please feel free to contact - of tl’Uth, knowledge/experience/courage, and
i lan Petershoare at 907.463.7737 or ipetershoare@ccthita.org. ﬁ service




Gila River Indian Community Participates in Genlribal Leader
Challenge

The Gila River Indian Community
took the Genl Tribal Leader
Challenge antiasmade great
progres over the last few months
in engagingts youth. In May, 10
tribal leaders met with 50 youth
participating in icebreakers, ,
physical activities, discussions, and &
presentations. The twdnour event
also allowed youth and tribal
leaders to brainstorm togethreon
ideas of what programs they would
like to see implemented. The youth
council plans to utilize social media
and individual feedback to select which idea(s) are feasible and will have the largest impact on the
community. The program or event will be suitted to the Executive Office for implementation.

Oneida Nation of Wisconsin Kicks off Gewith Earth Day Events

In May, the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin
kicked off their Ger Challenge with a
community clearup event as part of Earth
Day. Counbivoman Fawn Billie is leading
the efforts having already formed a Youth
Clean Up Group to clean up areas around
the reservation. Included in the
collaboration are the Oneida Community
Library, Conservation Department,
Environmental Health and Safety
Depatment, Youth Community lacrosse
teams, and other youth in the community.
Councilwoman Billie aims to promote
leadership, volunteerism, and stewardship.




Denver UNITY Youth Council Speaks Before Colorado House
Committee on Education

Mile Highchapte of United
National Indian Tribal Youth
(UNITY has beervery active
participating inthe Denver
MarchPowwow as well as
testifying before the Colorado
House Committee on
Educatiorearlier this yeaon
House Bill 1165jtled { OK 2 2 {
Use of American Inah :
Mascots.Many Mile High
UNITY members were present
and told their stories, many
sharing that their selesteem
and confidence was affected
whenschools use Native
American mascots. Mile High
UNITY member Chenoa Francis

a i (W RIE notia Halloweerecd (1 dzYS>x ¢S I NB al ONBR LJS2 L) So¢
Colorado Rep. Joseph Salazar introduced thatdiDenver urban Indian community and Mile High
UNITY suppoed the House Bill and shadestories oftheir sacred names and cultuseThe House

passed the biby a narrow megin, 6-5. Look for more support and conversations with Mile High UNITY
as this bill travels to the next phase.

P
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Leaders Academy in Rapid City

Nearly 100 Native American youth and thadvisors from tribes

Department of Justice Office of Juvenilustice and Delinquency
t NEBGSYydiAz2y OohwWW5t 0 K2a0SR (GKS

leadership development, included a curricoiypromotingteam-
building activities, action plannirandevent promotion, developing

O2YYdzyAtied ASNDAOS LINE2SOGAs | yAyroap obNativaiyButhGees i

leaders assisted in the training.
To learn moreaboutthe event and upcoming UNITY TNL trainings, hesi¢.

6

across the nation discussed how they can give back to their
communities at a leadership training last month in Rapid City, SD.
United National Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY), in partnership with the

leadership event at the Hilton Garden Inn in Rapid City.

The free TNL training, which focused on culturally relevant
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http://unityinc.org/index.php/news/news-releases/459-nearly-100-native-youth-receive-service-project-training-at-today-s-native-leaders-academy-in-rapid-city

National Indian Child We#re Associatio(NICWA)Update

T

l'd bL/21 Q&8 ooNR ! yydz f t NR&iive goiith ahdtheir expdrighded f R NS y
were a central focus. On the second day of the conferetieeparticipants heard from a panel

of five Native youth about theingeriences in foster care. The panel was facilitated by a Native

youth leader and the presentation provided critical information for tribal leaders, social

workers, and legal professionals on how they can better support Native youth and successfully
engagethem. In addition, a Native youth leatshipworkshop was provided at the Protecting

Our Children conference on leadership development and community organizing. This was the

first-ever workshop specifically fdativeyouth at the Protecting Our Childrexonference and

sets the stage for additiongbuth-focused sessions in the future.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs is proposing new regulations for the Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA) As part ofts public comment procesdt is holding public hearings ifive cities across

the United States. At the first hearing in Portla@R NICWA supported the participation of two
Native youth, both of whom had been in foster care. Their testimony was the only testimony
from Native youth and provided an insight inteetimpact that norcompliance of ICWA has had

in their young lives. Both testified how important it has been to them to have knowledge of and
opportunities to participate in their culture something that was not always present when they
were placed in notfindian homes. They also acknowledged that while they did not have all of
the protections of ICWA, they hoped that the proposed regulations would change that for other
Native youth.

NICWA continues to participate inthe Gen A YA G A I (i A @ Sth Engadeienb L/ 2 1 Qa | 2«
Specialist, Linda Gooké&dindal, serving on the GérYouth Advisory Committedhe committee

is organizing the White House Tribal Youth Gathering thatakil placeon July 9, 2015. Linda

brings several years of experience in working Wtitive youth (andsa Native youth herself])

with skills in youth leadership development, youth engagement, and community organizing.

[ AYRE | f a2firstSSAE NI 1&/22dpiCKa  aaSaayYSyld Ay wnmp (2 Y
approaches to youth engageent.

BeforeICWAwas passeghere were thousands of Native chith who were removed and

placedin out-of-home placementdar from their communitieswith little information on where

they were placed or their status. Today we have a little more inféionathanks to ICWA, but

there is still much less information on this population than other childresuirof-nome care.

NICWA has been working diligently to change this situation by requiring states to ihChe

specific informatioron Native childr& who are placed inout-of-hnome placements through state

2NJ LINAGIGS | 3SyOasSa Ay GKS TR Aumbindted BaatFS Ny Y Sy i
/' NB FTYR !'R2LIGA2Y wSLERNIAyYy3 {eaidSyod wSOSyidte
Department ofHealth and Human Services publishitsgntent to ask states to provide

information on Native children, their tribal affiliatipand status in the future. The Supplemental

Notice of Public Rulemaking that will identify the data elements being proposeghéxted to

be releasedoon. NICWA will be working with tribes and other advocates for Native children to
ensure that comments supporting the collection and reporting of this data becomes a reality.
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National Indian Health Board (NIHB) Update

On Apil 23, 2015, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education and Related Agencies held a Budget Hearing on Programs Serving Native Anidrigans.
subcommittee is responsible for allocating annual funding for ageonéit® Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) (with the exceptiolHSthe Indian Health Service ) and the Departments of
Education, Laboand related agenciesThe hearing represented a key opportunity fabal advocates

to describe challergg that Indian Country faces when it comes to accessing federal programs at HHS
and other federal agenciedNIHB Executive Director Stacy Bohlen was among the witnesses testifying
before the Committee.

NIHB testified on behalf of several priorities fatiNe American youth. These include additional
funding for mental health programming in Indian Coungagiverse childhood experiences, and the need
to coordinate programs for youth more efficiently through schools, health cliaia$ other social
serviceentities.

¢2 NBIR bLI. areGSadAaYy2ye @AraAi
You can view a webcast of the hearhaye.
NIHB/CMS&; A Toolkit: Five Fast Facts about the ACA for Native Youth

Theb GA2Yy Il f LYRAFY I SIfGK . 2FNR o0bLI .0 YR GKS [/ Syl
Division of Tribal Affairs joined forces to create Affordable Care Act (ACA) educational materials

specifically for the Native youth population. The materialghhighting the Fast Five Facts that Native

youth need to know about the ACA, include thpagblic serviceannouncements, a posteanda

brochure. All materials are available for immediate download &t . Q& ¢ NA O € | S+t GiK wS
Center website Tribestribal organizationsindian Health &rvice, Tribal Health Servicédrban Indian

Health Servicesnd other ACA stakeholders are encouraged to use the materials in their spectéere

communities to keep youth thinking about their health and being the voice for their family about the

importance of having health insurance coverage.

The Five Fast Facts that Native youth need to know about the Affordable Care Act are:

1. Theycanbé¢ RRSR (2 2NJ {SLI 2y GKSANI LI NByd 2N 3dzr NR
years old.

2. They will be covered for prevention screenings for STDs, HIV, pregnancy, depaassion
diabetes.

3. Their additional coverage will allow them to receive serwvigetside of the Indian Health
Service.

4. Medicaid is an additional option for health coverage.

5. Their parents can file an exemption from the tax penalty for them.

For more information, contact April Hale, NIHB Tribal Health Reform Outreach and Education
Communications Coordinator, at 26207-4077 orahale@nihb.org



http://files.ctctcdn.com/c2394f27001/70ed69ec-c9c0-458b-bf08-69b686f9a423.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001EUtFlKxSG5-Ljeo7fW3GguHOyCNjly_LEUVOVAL9uJLzlHtJ5wK8iKCV05Y1H9FN8EQ_D2DbUvn0oQ1Z5UI_psOwFesXHsx0H1Q9aO-v_S4t2sgEGUZwJD8ybK1tRIaLx0ngs-I5xK7bPAEVfULoXBRUgqw5jeUMamRMG32dzrc6GZ_bZAJUIw==
http://www.nihb.org/tribalhealthreform/youth-initiative/
http://www.nihb.org/tribalhealthreform/youth-initiative/
mailto:ahale@nihb.org

American Indian College Fund 2®nniversaryLA & ChicagGalas

In April the American Indian College Futttie College Fund) celebrated #5" Anniversantos Angeles

Galawhere more than 210 attendees gatheredko2 Y 2 NJ mn 2 F GKS 2NBIFYATFGA2Yy QG
included: Lowell Amiotte, Dave Archambault, Sr., Lionel Bordeaux, Gail Bruce, David Gipp, Anne Sward

I FyaSys tKefftAaa ! ® 1 26FNRX 5 0AR YSYyySRex W2aSLK
Attendees also enjoyed a silent auction and entertainment by the Gs@arning actor Jeff Bridges and

his band,TheAbiders. The gala walse second of three formal galas the College Fund is hosting to

continue the celebration of its 2gear anniversary and radunds to benefit Native American

education.

In May, the College Fund hosted its third and |
final 25" Anniversary Gala in ChicagoatL
the Drake Hotel in downtown Chicago. The
event included a welcome reception, a stlen
auction, and live entertainnmd featuring Jim
Belushi & The Sacred Hearts.

The American Indian College Fund provides
Native American student scholarships and
LINE AN YYI GAO &dzlLi2 NI
accredited tribal colleges and universities
located on or near Indian reservatiors t
provide access to an affordable, quality higher education.

ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES

Genl Native Youth Challenge

Youthagesl4-24, Indian tribes, noiprofits, and educational institutions are invited to join the National
Native Youth Network bycaepting theGenl Challenge

Organizatns, colleges, universities, as well as tribal colleges and universiiestake the Geh
Challenge too by committing to helpeir youth and students complete the GéiChallenge! Just follow
this link to get signed up!

The following organizations have already committed to take the GeBhalleng:
American Indian College Fund

American Indian Higher Education Consortium

Boys and Girls Club of America

Center for Native American Youth at the Aspen Institute

National American Indian Education Association

National Congress of American Indians

National Indian Child Welfare Association

National Indian Health Board

United National Indian Tribal Youth
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http://www.collegefund.org/
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2015/04/25/la-college-fund-gala-native-students-jeff-bridges-and-autographed-swag-160116
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2015/04/25/la-college-fund-gala-native-students-jeff-bridges-and-autographed-swag-160116
https://aspeninstitute.wufoo.com/forms/geni-native-youth-challenge/
https://aspeninstitute.wufoo.com/forms/geni-native-youth-challenge/
http://www.collegefund.org/
http://aihec.org/
http://www.naclubs.org/
http://cnay.org/
http://www.niea.org/
http://www.ncai.org/
http://nicwa.org/
http://nihb.org/
http://unityinc.org/

Genl Tribal Leaders Challenge

5 dzNA y 3
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rcinvinper SegsisrOtteiadngnBtratiod aayfounced the latest

installment of the Ges Initiative with theGenl Tribal Leaders Challeng&he White House is inviting
tribal leaders to take@ncrete steps to engage with Native youth in their communjtiesluding:
working with or creating a youth council; hosting a joint meeting between youth and tribal leaafefs;
partnering with youth to plan a program to support positive change in threimraunity.

The following tribes have already accepted the Gemribal Leaders Challenge:

T
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Central Council of Tlingit and Haida
Tribes of Alaska

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Gila River Indian Community

Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin
Pokagon Band of Powatomi Indians
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa
Indians

Three Affiliated Tribes

Native Village of Afognak

Crow Tribe

Southern Ute Indian Tribe

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians

Round Valley Indian Tribes
Mashpee Wampanoag
Nez Perce Tribe

Lummi Nation

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 4 -9 -9
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Tsimshian/Pawnee

Oneida Tribe of Wisconsin
Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
Osage Nation

Tulalip Nation

Yakama Nation

Aroostook Band of Micmacs
Puyallup Tribe of Indians
Torres Martinez Desert
Indians

Navajo Nation

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
Coeurd@! £t SyS ¢NAOGS
White Mountain Apache

Lummi Nation

Cedarville Band of Piscataway Indians
Wilton Rancheria

Cahuilla

For more informationsuch as the Gehtoolkit, latest news, and other resourcessit
www.genindigenouscom.
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http://genindigenous.com/tribal-leaders-challenge/
http://www.genindigenous.com/
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In March, the Director of the Office of Personnel
Management (OPMXatherine Archuleta
traveled to Haskell Indian Nations University
meet with staff and students to discuss ways OPM
can help better invest in Native youth in Federal
//// ). service. The Director discussed opportunities for
~ A~ Federal service for students both in Washington,
/(@ HASKELL AV ; D.C. and in thgreater Kansas City aredhe
home to Haskell University. The visit is part of
5ANBOG2NI ! NOKdzA Sl Qa S
(Recruitment, Engagement, Diversity, and
LyOftdzaAaz2yo FAYSR i SE
relationships with colleges and universities,
including mnority-serving institutions. This was
KS aS02yR @AaAild o6& I YSYOSNI 2F (i KdbitshistdniNgTour. RY A Y A &
2 N a & S A

A
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of the Genl Initiative.

t NBEARSY(Qa /I 0AySi bEPAAdNistadrdzi K |

In April, EPA Administrat@ina
McCarthyvisited the Pacific
Northwest as part of the Geh
Cabinet Tour. While in the region
McCarthy visited with the Columbia &
River Tribal Leadership Council which®
includes the Lummi, Nez Perce, & t‘fpv A
Warm Springs, Yakama, and Umatillay<s) /| ¢ . %
Tribes She additionallgpert quality ‘-l
time with youthfrom the Lummi and
Swinomié nations. The EPA director
discussed the work EPA is doing with
states and tribes to protect

resources suchascleanwatér2 g KA OK Yl ye& GNRoSa NBGFAY GNBIFG& NJF
was an opportunity to spend time at the Northwest Indi@ollege speaking with students about the

Grtdz§ 2F | O2ftfS3S RS NKBerfribed) oFAAKRAIBKESas alsoddRS y (1 & Q
G2 aSS GKS LINPINBaa 2F GKS 9t ! Tkl etdAdasfaBdE KA LI ¢ A (K
Program Since 2011, the Tribal ecoAmbassadors Program has created the opportunity for hundreds of
students to gain over,B800 hours ofScience, Technology, Engineering and Mathemasic&fitraining.
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https://www.opm.gov/blogs/Director/haskell-indian-nations-university/
http://blog.epa.gov/epaconnect/2015/05/northwest-native-youth/
http://blog.epa.gov/epaconnect/2015/05/northwest-native-youth/
http://www.epa.gov/ecoambassadors/tribal/
http://www.epa.gov/ecoambassadors/tribal/
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Education

In May, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan held a roundtable discussion with Native youth in
Denver, CO, followed by conducting a basketball clinic with the youth.

F
i
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Anniversary With First Lady at White House

Students with the Oglala Sioux Tribe
helped celebrate théifth

Anniversary ofth¢ S1Qa a2 @
Initiative with First Lady Michelle
Obama at the White House earlier
this month. Two students from the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, Avianna Garcia and Gabriel

Brooks, were in attendance as «'"\
ambassadors of the S Q& na 2 @ Ev‘ 3
Indian Country Initiative Bus covr
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http://www.letsmove.gov/
http://www.letsmove.gov/
http://lmic.ihs.gov/
http://lmic.ihs.gov/













